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to it by all the Orders of the State, was not to be
awakened out of its voluntary inaction, excepting by the
command of the King himself. But at this critical
moment, when every day sees some fresh production,
alternately extravagant and wise, violent and moderate,
circumspect and licentious, dictated by party spirit and
inspired by patriotism; in this universal madness, when
the indefinite liberty of the Press distributes with equal
profusion the fruits of knowledge, of ignorance, and of
frenzy; in this total inversion of principles, it required
nothing less than an order emanating from the Throne
to decide us to fulfill those functions which would be
indispensable under all other circumstances, but which it
seemed to us prudent to suspend, in the midst of the
fanaticism of opinions. There are moments when, by a
kind of public discretion, or decency, the magistrate
should not consult the oracle of the Law,

<<c There is no need for dissimulation on our part, and
we regard with an unfeeling eye the product of resent-
ment and vengeance. The past is a guarantee for the
future. We have no fear in making this avowal in the
presence of magistrates who, while demanding the legiti-
mate liberty of the Press, are very far from countenanc-
ing the publication of the deluge of anonymous sheets, and
the seditious and scandalous pamphlets, with which France
is inundated. Tolerance degenerates into abuse, impunity
encourages license, and license has reached its last stage.
Nothing is respected; rank, position, services rendered
are forgotten; the nobles, and even crowned heads them-
selves," become objects of derision and satire. The evil
is so widespread that one fears to augment the epidemic
in attempting to stay its progress.

(<< The slightest prohibition of a work is sufficient to
make the author celebrated, to accelerate its sale, at
double the original price, and to give a wider publicity
to imposture and calumny.

<(< The work which we are now denouncing was not
written with the intention of still further fertilizing* the
germs of discord which are already too much scattered
throughout the kingdom, but it is of a nature likely to
influence the reception, and the mode of existence, of thehe King orders his subjects to be numbered; the ladies Riete
